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of friendship with the Soviet which Germany had initiated,
he appears, unofficially of course, to have incited the Balkan
States against Russia. It is not even certain whether he
did this out of his own passion for intrigue or whether the
Hitler Government had itself started a game of double-
dealing with the Soviet Union.
Be that as it may, in the middle of November the Turkish
newspapers published the news that Herr von Papen, in the
name of the German Government, had made this offer both
to Turkey and to Rumania:
1.  To supply German arms and munitions for the in-
creased armament of these two countries against
Russian Black Sea aspirations.         \
2.  To put at their disposal plans, engineers and supplies
of material for the erection in Turkey and Rumania
of modern lines of defence against the Soviet.
The German Government, it is true, had issued and
published vigorous denials of any such intentions immedi-
ately after the news had been made known. It was stated
that this * was a scandalous attempt on the part of some of
the most influential Turkish newspapers to disturb the good
relations existing between Germany and Soviet Russia'.
Herr von Papen handed the Government in Ankara an
official protest from which he let it be seen that the report
was looked upon as constituting armed assistance for the
Western Powers.
The Turkish Press reacted to this protest with fresh
attacks on Papen, and Hussein Djahid Yaltchin, a Member
of Parliament and the publisher of Tmi Sabah, who was one
of Papen's keenest opponents, even declared that he could
establish the truth of the reports quoted. He added sar-
castically that Russo-German friendship could not be very
reliable if it were troubled by reports of this nature.
There was a second and still more violent clash between
Papen and Hussein Djahid, the Deputy, in the early days
of December 1939. As Papen saw that he could not play
off the Balkan States so easily against Russia, he now
pursued a more roundabout way and set out to intimidate